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I would like to draw everyone’s attention to the “Annulment Process” article in the Spring 
2019 edition of The CWL Canadian League magazine by National Christian Family Life 
Standing Committee Chairperson, Pat Deppiesse.  She has done an excellent job in 
stressing the importance of our CWL Councils addressing the needs of the separated & 
divorced ministries. 
 
I would say that these two ministries have been almost neglected in the past and I am 
guessing that the rational for that is that we do not know what to do or suggest.  As 
Diocesan CFL Chairperson for the last two years, I have noticed that most councils 
have shown extremely low participation in activities supporting these ministries.  As a 
result, we do not show that our CWL Councils cover the CWL Core Values in them as 
we do so very well in all the other ministries, e.g.: seniors, disabled, youth, family.  You 
all are to be commended for all the good that you do in those areas. 
 
Pat Deppiesse has called all councils to action in these ministries by suggesting that we 
all become more aware and knowledgeable of the annulment process by research and 
education and start greeting and comforting these women whether in the Parish or 
elsewhere.  Most clergy would welcome the opportunity to speak about the proper 
procedures needed to secure an annulment at the CWL monthly meeting.  The National 
CFL Chairperson cites Pop Francis as impressing upon marriage tribunals “pastoral 
mission of mercy and healing” and “Voiced an agreement with the synod father’s 
observation that divorced & remarried Catholics need to be more fully integrated into the 
Christian communities”. 
 
Pat suggests that CWL members should consider themselves conduits of that 
integration.  Through love, prayers, compassion and supportive companionship, 
members can remind parishioners who have experienced a divorce and wish to remarry 
in the Church, that there is hope.  Members should make themselves available to these 
women who are attempting to get their life back in order. 
 
A book entitled “Annulment Process” will be available for downloading on the National 
website soon. 
 
I would like to inform you of two other resources available on two different websites:  
Evangelization and Family Catechesis for children at cccb.ca and a new Pro-Life 
Brochure & Prayer for Protection of Human Life at COLF. 
 
Submitted by Elaine Turner 
Diocesan CFL Chairperson 


